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INDEPENDENT BROADCASTING AUTHORITY

Office of the Director-General, Mass Media Complex, PO. Box 32475, Lusaka
Tel: +260 211 250589 / 255408 | E-mail: inffo@iba.org.zm | www.iba.org.zm

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
IBA ISSUES, SUSPENDS AND REVOKES BROADCASTING LICENCES

LUSAKA, 4th March, 2019 - | wish to welcome you all to the Independent
Broadcasting Authority. We are here today to share with you some resolutions
of the Board.

The Independent Broadcasting Authority (IBA) Board would like to announce

that it has issued 22 radio licences.

The new licences have been granted on a conditional basis subject to the
new licensees being able to meet a set of conditions. These include
development of the complaints procedure and ethical guidelines as well as
payment of licence fees. The move to award broadcast licences is aimed at

promoting a diverse and pluralistic broadcasting sector in Zambia.
Ladies and gentlemen, the following are the new radio stations:

Copperbelt Province (5):

e

Peopos Community Radio — Kalulushi
Miracles FM - Kalulushi

Yours FM - Mufulira

Kankoyo Community Radio — Mufulira and
Mafken FM — Mufulira
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Eastern Province (3)

1. Kwathu Radio — Vubwi




2. Smooth FM - Chipata and

3. Mnkhanya Community Radio - Mambwe
Southern Province (2)

1. South Power Radio — Mazabuka and
2. Wave FM - Mazabuka

Luapula Province (3)

1. Nantende Walushiba Radio — Chiengi
2. Lukwanga Radio - Kawambwa and

3. Kalungwishi Radio - Chiengi
Northern Province (2)

1. Kasama Radio — Kasama

2. Lwansase Community Radio — Luwingu
Muchinga Province (1)
1. Chete FM Radio - Nakonde
North Western Province (1)

1. Heart Community Radio — Manyinga

Lusaka Province (5)
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. Lusaka Music Radio - Lusaka
Capital FM —Lusaka
Classic Woods Community Radio — Lusaka

Groove Radio - Lusaka
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Voice of America - Lusaka

The Board has also allowed stations to expand their broadcast beyond their

initial coverage area. These include the following:
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. Millennium Radio (Lusaka) — Kabwe, Kapiri Mposhi, Ndola
Petauke Explorers (Petauke) — Luangwa, Nyimba and Lundazi
Breeze FM (Chipata) — Copperbelt and Central Province
Byta FM (Choma) — Mazabuka

One Love Radio (Lusaka) - Siavonga, Mongu, Kasama

Sun FM (Ndola) - Lusaka

Flava FM (Kitwe) - Lusaka

Kokoliko FM (Chingola) - Solwezi
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Maranatha Radio (Kabwe) - Luangwa, Sesheke

Ladies and gentlemen, the Board wishes to congratulate the licensees and
affirm that IBA will continue to promote a diverse and pluralistic broadcasting
industry through issuance of licences whenever frequencies are available, in
order to have an informed nation. The Board further wishes to urge both the
new and existing stations to operate in accordance with the existing
broadcasting regulations and guidelines and to make sure they develop their
own editorial policies based on the minimum guidelines provided in the IBA
Act.

SUSPENSIONS

Ladies and gentlemen, | further wish to announce that the Board has

suspended two stations:

1. Valley Fm
Valley Fm Radio of Nyimba has been suspended for 60 days due to
unprofessional conduct. The unprofessionalism was manifested by their
failure to moderate and balance a discussion programme. During the
suspension, the Station is expected to develop an Editorial policy and
recruit trained journalists. The Station should also conduct training for
the Board, Management and Staff on Corporate Governance and
ethical broadcasting. In addition, Valley Fm should air a public apology

to Chief Ndake for the embarrassment suffered due to the station’s




broadcast, which featured an impersonator that misguided listeners.
The station must also develop complaints procedures for receiving and

addressing complaints.

2. Prime Television

The other station that has been suspended is Prime Television. The

suspension is for 30 days. The Board found that the Station has exhibited
unprofessional elements in its broadcasting through unbalanced
coverage, opinionated news, material likely to incite violence and use
of derogatory language. The station was not only in breach of the IBA
Act, but also of their own guidelines that include:

a. Duty to remain balanced, fair and impartial in their coverage

b. Strive to give equal access by not discriminating against any

political party before, during and after elections
c. Ensure factual and accurate reporting of all news coverage
d. Endeavour o be responsible and avoid reports that will incite
violence
e. Not hesitate to correct erroneous reports and
f. Promptly provide for the right to reply and

g. Avoid inclusion of opinions and emotions in their news stories.

Ladies and gentlemen, during the suspension period, Prime Television is
expected to conduct in-house training on basic journalism ethics and news

script writing.

Ladies and gentlemen, you may wish to know that both Valley Fm and Prime
television were given an opportunity to be heard and their suspensions are
pursuant to Section 29 (1) (k) of the IBA Amendment Act (2010) which
provides, ‘The Board may suspend a broadcasting licence if it considers it

appropriate in the circumstances of the case to do so'.

In the case of Prime TV the suspension is also pursuant to Section 29 (1) (i) of

the IBA amendment Act which provides “The Board may suspend the licence
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if the broadcasting licensee has failed inspite of written notice to comply with
the conditions of the broadcasting licence”. Prime TV was in April, 2018 strongly

reprimanded by the Authority over similar type of broadcast.

REVOCATIONS

Ladies and gentlemen, the Board has revoked the licences of Luanshya

based Ngoma radio and Kafue radio stations.

1. Ngoma Radio
The licence of Ngoma Radio has been revoked due to non-payment
of the initial licence fees and subsequent Annual Operating Fees. The
Station has failed, refused or neglected to pay any sum to the Authority
for any broadcast service provided.
Ladies and gentlemen, you may wish to know that the due process of
the Law was followed by serving several notfices on the station,
including physical visitations. Ngoma Radio was also given an
opportunity to be heard.

2. Kafue Radio
Ladies and gentlemen, the licence for Kafue Radio has been revoked
for non-payment of initial Licence fees and subsequent Annual
Operating fees. The Station, which had a coverage radius of 5Km was
off air very often, and when on-air, did not have any programmes and

played only music, confrary to their own programming schedule.

The Board remains committed to applying the IBA Act fairly to all our
licensees, in line with our Vision, which is to be an effective and efficient

Regulator.
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Josephine Mapoma
BOARD SECRETARY
INDEPENDENT BROADCASTING AUTHORITY (IBA)




